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& I O THE RIGHT 


Worlhiptull andtrucly vertuous, 


the Lady Fxancis Bora rusyate 
wite to the Right worſhipfull 
Sir RoBerT BortiLER 
Kaight, decealed. 
Mapa, | | 
T was your Lady- 
ſhips importunity that 
brought theſe poore 
Meditations to the 
Preſſe , and it tc your 
name likewiſe that 
muſt countenance them abroade in the 
world, The Queene of Sheba h:ard very 
much of Salomons glory : yet when ſhee 
came in perſon to ſee it, ſhee found it was 
farre greater then the report. ©But heere 
it t otherwiſe. For though haply ſome 
that doe over-loue enther me or my Sermon, 
haue told you more of it then it deſerues; 


Yet when you come to ſee it, to reade it, 1 
A 2 doubt 
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i doubt, you will find eſe init then you dos 


' 74 Wantiug 11 my endeauours , I will ſup- 


+ YourLadyſhips faithfull 


IT IV 


THEEPISTLE &c. | 


| expeft : And ſo will others too, But the 
difference 11 , that you can blame none 
but your ſeife; and they will blame none 
but me. Yet notwithſtanding , as it was a 

| great comfort -onto me at the firſt, that my 
\ auditors were pleaſ d to accept it then az a 

| diſcharge of that debt, ths ſexuice which I 
| did owe onto the memory of that Noble 
| Gentleman your louing husband : $9 will it 
be now likewiſe, if this dedication may any 
way expreſſe that reueremiall obſeruance, 
whichthe -vertues that are in you aboue 
| your Sexe, and the faugurs that you baue 
| done me beyond my deſart, fball cuer chal- 
| | lenge at my hands. In themeanetine what 


| ply, by my prayers for your Ladyſhip, that 
| God would be pleaſ d to afford you a dat- 
| by encreaſe of comfort in the happy growth 
of zhat tender plant, your little Daughter, 
' andto maultip! ly his bleſtngs opon you, and | 
| bisgraces in you bothgo his glory. | 


4 -  legyantin ChriſtIelus, 
T7. H. 
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Ouching obſequics and | 
Funerall folemnities , 
wherewith all times 
and religions, haue in, 
ſome kinde or other 
honoured* their dead, 
TN itis the concluſion of 
a heathen man, _ Chriſtianitie denies it not, 
| Totus hic locus etft comemmendus in nobic, ta- 
| mien non weyligendis in moſtris; Though wee: 
| ought,not to-make them any part of our care 
as touching our ſelues, yet notwithſtanding, 
where either a commixtion of blood by affinity 
| and kindred, or afecret inter-inanimation, an 
' vnion of ſoules by amitie and loue, or any 
; other collaterall and binding relation, hath 
| A 3 entat:'d 
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Auguſtine. 
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entail'd ypon vs the memory of the dead, 
there, it will be an a& of a reuerentiall and a 
pious affeion, to prouide that thoſe rites and 
thoſe ceremonies may accordingly haue their 
courſe, Burt yet S:. Auſtin hath ſet them 
their boundes too : we may not carrie them ſo 
highas to thinke that they are wortuoram ſab- 
| fidza, any whit auaileable vnto thoſe who are 
gone; but the reſpe& that's due vnto them,and 
the vie that is to bee made of them muſt end 
and determine in this, that they are Fisoram 
ſolatia, they doc indeed in ſome meaſure af- 
ſwage and leſſen the ſorrow, and fo adde ſome- 
thing to the comfort of thoſe that ſuruiue. 
And this vie doe we make of them, this com- 
fort doe we milke from them now; as being an 
aR, not of ſafctic only, but of pictic too, that 
we are thus met together, you, to contribute 
your preſence and condolencie, and I, ( moſt 
vnworthy) my poore meditations to the cele- 
bration of this day. For wee ſhall thereby not 
only quitt our ſclues of a debt, wherein wee all 
ſtand bound ( though by different obligations) 
to the memory of that noble Gentleman, 
whoſe day this is ; but ſome gaine alſo will a- 
riſe, happily ſome aduantage may accrue vnto 
vs, if we ſhall contemplate, exemplarily in him, 


and dodtrinally in this text, Figmentum no- 
firam, (as ths Prophet Daxid calls it ) our owne 
compoſition and ſtructure, and mould, and 
morralitic;Ommnis caro vt fanum, All ficſh is as 
C. In 
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In the handling of which words, wee ſhall 
6 through thoſe conſiderations that are 
obuious, and neereſt hand , as firſt, the 
various acceptations of this word Caro, Fleſb, 
in Scripture, ane which of them wee are to | 
pitch vpon here then the extent, the latitude | 
of itin-that acceptation, and that is carried | 
here as farre as any terme, any cxpreſſion can | 
doc it, for it is Omnis Caro, All fleſh ; Laſtly th- 
condition, the nature of fleſh in this latitude, | 
in this vaiuerfalitic, and thar is ſet downe by a | 
ſimilitude, a compariſon, andthe thing where- 
to it is likened, wherto it is compared 1s,Graf/e, 
Omnis Caro vt fenwn, All flcth is as grafle, 
And whentheſc particulars haue paſſed our 
diſcuſſion, wee will thenfall vpon thoſe reſul- 
tances, thoſe emergent and —_—_ conſide- 
rations,whercin the textand the time ſhall beſt 


—-_ — 


rec. 
hes begin then ; This word Caro, ficſh, is di- 
uerſly taken in Scripture. Amongſt other} 
things which the Prophet Dawrd aſcribes vnto 
20d by way of praiſc, Pſa].1 3 6. One is that he | 
doth, Dare eſcam omni carni, hee giueth food | 


to-all fleſh; there, fleſh is taken for euery crea-| 
ture that hath life. In the 29. of Gen. Laban 
ſayes to Jacob, Os mewn es, & caro mea, Surely 
thou art my bone and my fl:ſh; there fle(b is 
taken for conſanguiniticand kindred. Among 
other articles of the Creed, wee belccue <draen 


repaie, the reſugreCtion of the fleſh 7 there, flefh 
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is taken for the body of min, In the 7. ro the 
Rome. St. Paul ſayes, I know that in me, that us, 
in my fleſh, that is, in my ſoule, as farre as it in- 
clines vnto, and is guided by the fl:ſh, 1 know 
there awels no ſt there fleſh is taken for the 
ſoule of man. In the 6. of Gez. God ſaw that 
Omni caro all fi:ſh had corrupted their wayes; | * 
there fleſh is taken for thoſe that had forſaken 
God. Inthe 2. of vel, God fayes, I will powre 
out my Spirit ſaper omnem carnem, vpon all 
fleſh; thece fleſh is taken for thoſe that ſhould 
be called ro the knowledge of God, Many 
other ſignifications it hath; ſometimes it is ta- 
ken for the people of the Iewes, ſometimes for 
the ceremonies of the old law; ſometimes for 
the corruption of nature, ſometimes for the in- 
firmity of nature; and many times in a larger 
capacity it comprehends all men, and fo it is 
taken here, Ownis caro, All fleſh, that is, all 
men areas Grafle. 

Now it you aske me the reaſon why men in 
Scripture are called by the name of fleſh, ( be- 
ſides the reaſon of gramer,that the part is here 
.| figurariuely taken for the whole)se.Chryſoftome 
renders it thus : Becauſe ( faith he ) they are fo 
wholy giuen ouer to the workes and luſts of 
the fizth, ac ft ſola carne circundati, carerent 
arima: As if they were nothing elſe but a 
maſſe, a lumpe of fleſh, that had no ſoule to 
quicken it, no reaſon to guide itatall, 

But yet we muſt take heede that we ſtretch 


nor 
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not this reaſon of $4. oflome too farre. 
For though it be true in moſt men, yet it is not 
true inall : God forbid that all men ſhau!ld be 
ſo fleſhly. And therefore St, Gregorie thought 
fitto corre and to limit it by a diſtinion, 
_ eloguio alitey dicitur care inxta naturam, 
ter iuxta culpam vel corruptionerm, ( (faith he) 
The ſinne,the corruption of fleſh,is one thing : 
and the nature , the conſtitution of fleſh, is | 
another thing : theſe are two different conſide- 
rations, and the Scripture takes them fo : And 
therefore where it 1s taken in the firſt ſenſe, 
there St. Chryſoftomes reaſon is good, but not 
otherwiſe,for itholds not heerez ſince it is only 
the nature , the conſtitution of fleſh that 1s 
aym'd at in this place, & in that ſenſe it growes 
to an vniuerſality, which is the ſecond thing we 
obſcrue, Omni caro, All fleſh is as graſſe, 

All fleſb : That ficſh which is but courſely 
fed, with any thing that comes next hand : and 
that fleſh which cates nothing but what is farre 
fetcht ad deerely bought. That fleſh which is 
dothed in ragges, or perchance not ſo well, 
and that fleſh which weares only what is rak't 
out of the intrails of beaſts, and out of the 
bowels of the earth, and our of the botrome of 
the Sea, That fleſh which is ſo macerated with 
faſting, that the skinne is ready to cleaue to the 
bones, much like a walking Anatomy : and that 
fleſh which is ſo pampered and blowne vp by 
riot and cxceſſe , _—_— sSkinne can x 

old 
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Hierom. 


| hold it, Thar fleſh wherein is lodged and cloy- | 
ſtered vp as much learning, as much wiſedome, | 
as makes a man a walking Library : and that 
fleſh which entertaines nothing but ignorance | 
and folly. That fleſh which is painted and | 
trimmed vp as /ezabel/s was; and that fleſh. 
which is ſquatids &+ fletibus ficcata, negleRed, 
and fquallid , and dried vp with tcares, as St. 
Hierome writes of that vertuous Lady Paslz. 
Thar fleſh which is ſmoothly playſterd ong and 

that fleſh which is but rough-caſt. The face 
that is ſo amorous and fo angelicall , that it | 
rauiſheth a beholder; and the face that is fo ill- | 
fauoured, ſo Therſites-like, that it may well | 
ſcrue for askarre-crowe ina garden of Cucum- 
bers. The body that is ſo cleganly contciu'd,fo | 
methodically layd together , with ſuch an cu- 

taxy of —_ ſuch a concinnity, ſuch a | 
harmony of limbes and members, as if nature | 
meant to make it her —_— and the | 
body thar is ſo miſhapen, ſo diſcompoſed, as if 
nature had ſhuffled ir vp in haſt, or made it in 
the darke, The man that is ſo tranſported with | 
the conceit of his riches or his honour , that 

hes ready vpon euery occaſion to ſwagger in 

St. Bernards termes, Qui il/e,vel ille, ant que | 
domns patris eorum? What is this fellow, or | 
that baſe fellow, and what is the houſe of their 

father that they fhould affront me? And the 

man that glories only in his infirmities, and | 
accounts all but droſſe and dung in reſpe&tof | 


Chriſt 
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| | eadems, all fleſh is not the fame fleſh z though 


(7) 


Chriſt crucified, as St. Pau/ did : Ommis caro, 
all _ all bodyes, all men, all fleſh is bur as 
c. 

Yea but Ommis car0 non eadens caro. ((ayth St. 
Paw!) all fleſh is not the ſame fleſh;there is one 
manner of fleſh of Men,and another of Beaſts, 
and another of Byrdes, and another of Fiſhes, 
Ie is true : but yet marke the diſtinion that 
Tertalljan giues here : All fleſh is not the ſame 
fleſh, in equality of prerogatiue; but, all fleſh is 
the ſame fleſh, in community of nature. Ir is 
differentia honoris, not differentia generm, (as 
he ſayes there) a difference of honour , not of 
kind that St. Paw! puts berwerne them. Now 
then, make an ory of it; vnderſtand by 
men, thoſe that are the beſt of men, thoſe that 
live asmen ſhould doe, that is, religious and 
exemplar Chriſtians; Vnderſtand by beaſtes, 
men of a carnall and a beſtiall conuerſationg 
by byrdes, contemplatiue men, that foare vp 
a'oft to hidden and heauenly things; by fiſhes, 
men that are ſatisfied only with a baptiſmall 
aſperfion, non-proficients in Chriſtianity, that 
ſtand at the Font ſtill, and are gone no further 
then their God-fathers firſt brought them : and 
then, though in regard of perſonall and parti- 
cular qualities it may be true in this figuratiue, 
this Allegoricall ſenſe toq, Omnis caro now 


there be a great difference betweene the hu- 
mors and affections and inclinations of men, 
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Tertull. 
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lt. (8) | 
| yet notwithſtanding, whatſocuer their begin - 
ning their w—_—_ be, they will _ 
in the Center of nature, they are all but fleſh, 
i & Omnic caro ſenwm, and all fleſh is as graſle. 
It is obſcruable, thatthe firſt thing which 
cuer ſprong out of the carth, was graſſes and 
the laſt creature that was made of the earth, 
was man. And ſurely (beſides that infinite dif- 
om rarwongrtrer 6. God at firſt did put 
ſuch a difference berweene the manner of their 
creation, Germiet terra , let the earth bring 
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! made the ſixt day; and he was the laſt creature 


| | that was made, as being Gods mafter-piece 
ji | here on earth , and the vp-ſhot and the Epi- 
| | logueand rhe complemene of all z) when hee 

did thus ſeparate theſe two atrhe beginning, i 
fl was not likely that there ſhould be, neither did 
| he intend any ſuch degeneration, any ſuch de- 
| | clination in nature,that they ſhould cuer meere 


\ rogeither in termes of compariſon. Yet,ſce the 
/\ | confuſion that ſinne hath brought in: Man 
| | that wasfo glorious a creature at the firſt, is 
| now falne ſo farre , and growne fo meane , fo 


i vile, that graſſe and he are growne to a reſem- 
| | blanceyto an affinity, & they are both weighed 
i! | heere, one againlt another inthe ballance, this 

, text 
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text Omnic caro vt ſana , All fleſh is as 


As raſſe,jn divers reſpe&ts : 1. grafle is light, 
and ſo is man. Sometimes a winde of doctrine, 
ſome new-fangled opinion, blowes him out of 
the faith, Sometimes a winde of preferment, 
an ambition of honour blowes him out of the 
ſociety of his friends. Sometimes a winde 
of perſecution blowes him out of the Church. 
Every little blaſt of diſtemper makes him 
droopeand hang towards the carth ; but the 
impetuous gut of a violent diſcaſe blowes him 
quite out of the world. 
| Secondly, graflc is ſhort; and ſoisthe life of 
man t00.. The Scripture, at longeſt, makes it 
bo =_ a and yer this ſpanne is continually | 

inch-meales too. Sometimes it is 

a lack aboue, when a Father ora Mo- 

therdyes; ' 23-399" -ann4uaay is cut off an inch| 

| belowe, when a Sonne oc a Dau hter is taken 

: and ſometimes i is cut off quite in the/ 

, when a wife is parted from her huſ- 

ory or a husband from his wife death is till 

nibling ar ie day, cuery houre, till at; 

it GEES * > ho ſo neere the| 

ground, that there is nothing lefe, | 

rdly, graſle is brittle, apt to be bruiſed| 

with Ling caſt touch z ſo is man likewite : :$o| 

thinne, and ſo flight, and ſo weake of conflite-| 
| tion, ſuch brittle ware, that ir falles to peeces 


many times, cuen by the leaſt miſchance. The! | 
B 3 lighe| 
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fitilibus, laith St. Paul, we this treaſure 
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light ofthe knowledge of Gods glory in the 
face of ChriſtIcſus, is the greateſt, the richeſt | 


trealure that we can enioy heere; and yet when 
we hauec it, Habemus theſa bunc in vaſis 


but in earthen veſſels, and fuch veſſels, you 
know,are quickly broken. A pinne, or a Ath- 
bone, or a crumme, ora _ theſe are = 
re and weake, and deſpicable things : 
vx hiſiocie tels vs that or haue loſt their 
lives, cuen by theſe, Ir is ſtrange, you will | 
thinke, they ſhould doe fo ; and yetI ſhall tell 
you that which is more ſtrange then this too, 
Chilon the Spartan, when his ſonne returned 
home a conquerour from theOlympianſgames, 
dyed, pre gaudio, mecrely for joy. VVhen Cli- 
demwus the Athenian had a crowne of gold ſet 
vpon his head, he dicd pre glories, only with 
the conccite of that lory. Plato died in a 
dreame; and Creſ/as died in a laughter and 
Teriullian reports all this too. So tender a piece |. 
isth: body of man, ſo fraile, and fo feeble, and 
ſo brittle is his conſtitution. 

Fourthly, grafle is ſubie& to beaſts, they 
may cat it vp ad tread it downe : ſoare men 
too, for whilſt they are as tenacious of wrongs 
as a Cammell, as luſt as goates, as deceit- 
full and crattie as Foxes z whilſt they licke 
the duſt of the carth by couctouſneſle, with 
the Serpent, & foame with anger like a Boare, 


and arereadie to deuour one another by op- 
preſſon, 
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preſſion, like Wolues; they make themſelues a 
rey to theſe beaſts, that is, to theſe baſe and 
ſtiall affetions, which trample vpon, and 

| tread down t'eir ſoules to the nethermoſt hell. 


cut it downe when they pleaſcy ſo are men too, 
if youconſider them in reſpeR of aciuill and | 
temporll eftate; ſo,the Potentartes, the great 
ones of this world they are mowers, inferiour | 
P_—_ as graſle : if there bee any that ſtand | 
in their way, and oucrſhadow their ſteps ne- 
uer {o little, chat thriue and grow vp faſter then 
they would haue them, they haue their ſithes | 
readie, oppreſſion and policic and ſupplantati- | 
on, to cut them downe. If otherwiſe you con- 
ſider them inreſpe& of a vitall ſubſiſtence, a 
naturall being, which is the confideration that 
wee are to ſtop vpon here; ſo there is one that 
th beene a mowing cuer {ince the beginning 
of the world to this preſent, that is, Death; | 
and yet there is arepullulation of graſſe, a ſuc- | 
ceffion of men euery day : and where he is the | 
mower, there great men, and meane men, and | 
all men, Owns caro, Allfleſh is as graſſe. Hee 
that comes to mowe downe a field, doth not 
ſpare and paſſe by the flowers thar are in it, but 
cuts downe all, perchance a Cowſlip, or a 
Primeroſe,or a hony-ſackle, as ſoone as other 
ordinaric graſſe, Though we aſcribe ſo much | 
to the nobles and great ones of this world, as 
to account them the flowers of the field, the 
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lory of apeople; yet when death comes with 
is (ithe, he doth not paſſe by them, and ſuffer 
them to ſtand and to flouriſh fill, whilſt o- 
thers are cut downe and fade away ; .but hee' 
takes all before him, flowers and grafle, Prince 
and people, rich and poore,without any diffe- 
rence or diſtinion at all. —_—_" doth not! 
fle by an herbe, eh ily it bee 

wholeſome and ble pay then 
that too, as well as the weed that is for 
nothing. Though men in the g are ſaid 
ro beas grafſe, yet ſome menare as wholſome: 
and foucraigne, and mcdicinable herbes, there 
ismuchvertuein them, There is vertue in a 
good States-man to cure the maladies, and to 
eaſe the gricuances of a Common.wealth. 
There is vertue in an honeſt 0 ſupport 
and to ſtrengthen a weake and a feeble, and a, 
crazic eſtate. There is vertue in a good phyſi-: 
tian to recourr and reſtore to health an indiſ- 
'd,and a ſhi ; is vertue 
EEIEEEESS 
and to heale the woundes of a diſtreſſed con- 
ſcience : theſe are _ herbes indeed ; 
happy is that land wherein W': yet not- 
chſtanding Death will = "_ RA nei- 
ther, but cuts them downe too, as well as the 
weedes, as well as deboſh'd and idle and igno. 
rant people, that are not only not vſcfull, but 
very hurtfull and comberſome to a Common- 


wealth. 
Thus | 


os 


] 


FE (t3) 


Thus haue you a Catalogue, and an Inuen- 
wy of mans infirmities : ſo light is hz, and ſo 
vnlſettled in his courſe; fo ſhort in continu- 
ance; ſobrittleof conſtitution; fo ſubiect to 
vile and beſtiall affeftions, - and ſo apt to bee 
mowen downe by the hand of death, that 
St, Peter did rightly caſt it vp, when hce made 
the ſummeot all ro be but grafle, Omni caro 
vt fenwm, Allfleſhis as graſle, 

Now, if the weakneſſe, the frailtic of hu- 
mane nature be ſuch, that fleſh is but as graſse , 
if this weakenes, this frailtic be ſo vniuerlall, ſo 
vnlimitable, that there is no exemption, no im- 
munitie from it, qu/s oi caro , forall flcſh is 
as graſse; Surely then amr corporis ebrittas 4- 
#ime, as St.Chryſoftome calls it, the loue of the 
bodyis the drunkennefle of the ſoule; nay, 5r. 
Bernard giues ita higher terme, and faics, that 
it is Spiritual phrene ſis, A ſpirituall kinde of 
Lunacie : they are drunke and madde indeed, 
Qui fic intendunt tabernatulo [u9 ac fi nunquan 
efſet caſurwm, ( as he ſpeakes) that are ſo curi- 
ous, ſo tytfic about the tabernacle of the body 
as if they thought it ſhould neuer fall ; ſo fond 
and fo tender, and fo carctull ouer their fleſh.as 
if itſhould neuer ſee corruption. Bur it is a 
lamentaBle complaint that St. Ain makes 
here 3 Quid meruit anima ? whilſt the fleſh is 
thus magnified, and ſo much made of, that all 
the ſtore-houles of nature are ranſackt and ex- 
hauſted to ſerue thoſe two vnthrifts, the backe 

\ and 
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| and the belly ; quid meruit anizzs > What hath 
the poore ſoule deſeru'd all this while, that 
men ſhould be fo careleſſe of her, as that ſhe is 
all naked and readie to ſtarue, whilſt they pro- | 
'Juide nor for her any one drop of the comfort! 
of the Spirit, any little ragge of righteouſneſſe 
to hang vpon her > Quid meruit anime > How 
hath the foulc deſeru'd fo ill, that ſhee cm" 
be thus negle&tod, for whom Chriſt died; and 
quid meruit caro> How hath the fleſh deſeru'd | 
{o well,that it ſhould be thus cocker'd & pam-! 

r'd vp, ſince it is but graſſe? Omnis Caro 
vt fenum, All flcſh is as graſle. 

Yet notwithſtanding, as in thoſe particulars 
which we ſpecified before, fleſh was compared 
to graſle in reſpe&t of its weakenes and morta- 
litie ; ſo there is yeta further analogie and re- 
lation, and a reſemblance betweene theſe two, 
that makes nota little for its grace and for its 


glory. Though graflc be caten vp or cut downe 


{ 


neuer ſo lowe , yet there is a root ſtill left in the 
ground, and that root is capable of a repullula- 
tion: as ſoone as the warmth of the Sunne,and 
the influence of heauen comes at it, it ſprings | 
vp _ more greene and more liuely then it | 
was before. So likewiſe, though happely af- 

flition may bring a man to ſo lowe an ebbe 
and declination of fortune, as to leuell him 
with the ground; though death bring him yer 
lower, and lay him in his graue; yea, though 
his race, and his name, and his memory periſh 
among | 


— 


(15) 


among the liuing, as it he had nener becne; yer 
there is aroot ſtill left in the carth, the body 


ble of a reſurrefion : as ſoone as the Spring of 
Iudgement ſhall begin to aduarc:, and that 
glorious Sunne of rightcouſneſſe ro appearc 
and ſhine in his ſtrength ; Swrget caro, & qui- 
dem ommnis, & quidem ipſa, & quidem integra, 
(as Tertwl;an (p:aketh ) flcth (hall rite, and all 
fleſh ſhall riſe, and that fl:ſh ſhall riſe which 
was buried before, and it ſhall riſe with a full 
proportion of fearure and perfe&ion of parts 
without any diminution at all, 

\gT hough you heape ypon it all the termes of 
ignominy and infirmitic that may be deuis'd : 
Say that it is /mmmwndas primordio, Vncleane 
from the very beginning, as being made of the 
flime of the earth; and vncleane in its propa- 
gation, as being conceiued in finne : ſay that it 
is frizols, infirma, criminoſa, oneroſa, moleſta; 
aweake, and a frivolous, and a fintull, *and a 
burdenous, anda troub'cſome thing, Say fur- 
th:r, that it is Caduca in 0riginem terram, that 
it will diffolue p ry into that duſt of which it 


was firſt madezthat it will change the name of a 


that ſlcepes in the duſt, and that body is capa- |, 


[ / 


Tert. A 


man jnto the name of a carcaſl:, and fay thar it 
falls from that name too, 1m omnis iam vicabult 

mortem, (a5 Tertalltan doth elegantly celiuer | 
it:) ſay that it dies fo farre to all exprcfſhon,that 
no terme, no name can be tound for it; yct not- 
withſtanding all this waight of Rathorche gd 
C 2 O 
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(16) | 
| of inficmitic cannot keepe it downe, or dimi- 
| niſhone haire, one atome of it, bur it will riſe 
{ againe, Qu#i4 in depoſuo eff apud Deum: God 
himſelfe hath taken it into his tuition, his cu- 
ſtodic, Er quis er;piet > And who ſhall take ir 
out of his hands? And ſurely itis a good rea- 
| ſon that Teriullian giues for it, becauſe ( faith 
| he) it ſtands in better congruitic with the na- 
rure and maicſtie of God, to reſtore toa being 
| that which he once reiccted, then vtterly to de- 
| ſkroy that which himſelfe once made, and liked 
| well too. Et (ic caro fenwn, in this reſpe allo 
| fleſhis as graſle, - it will ſpringand riſe vp a- 
| gaine, and this makes for its gory: 
| Yet this isnotall its glory neither. Tis true, 
; that in the 6. of Gen.God faies,My Spirit ſhall 
| notalwaies ſtriue with man, qu#4 Caro, becauſe 
| he is but fleſh ; there indeed fleſh is brarided 
with infirmitic. But in the 2. of /oe/,God fayes 
that he would poure out his Spirit, Super om- 
mem carnem, Vpon all fleſh ; there fleth is ad- 
| uanc'd toa greatdeale of glory. St.Paul layes, 
that 4# carpe, in his fleſh there dwelt no good 
this was St. Pawls infirmitic : But Job was con- 
fident, that 2 carp, in his fleſh he ſhould ſee 
God, an this was Jobs glory. St. Petey ſayes 
here, Caro fenum , fleth is as grafſe ; VWhar 
reater infirmitie ?and yet St. John faics, Yer- 
| bo caro,the Word was made fleſh; and what 
| greater glory ? 
| FS. CAuſtinchathapaſlageto this purpoſe 


| t0O ; 
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to0; Let no man thinke (faith he) that God| 
doth not regard the ſinnes of the fleſh : For, 
know ye not (faith the Apoſtle) that ye arc 
the Temple of God? It therefore you ſinne, | 
ou defile Gods Temple. Yea but dicir eliquis, 
haply ſome wicked man will ſay, it is my foule| 


that is Gods Temple, not my body; that's no! ' 


fit place for him to dwell in, & adycit teſtiro-! 
nin, perchance hee brings this teſttmony to! 
confirme it, Ommis caro vi fanum, all fleſh is 
as graſle, 1nfelix interpretatio, puniends cogi- 
tatio, (fayth the good Father:) this is a dange- 
rous expoſition, a damnable imagination. For 
fleſh is therefore called grafſe, quiz moriter, 
becauſe itfades , it dyes; but Quod ad temps | 


heede, that that which dyes for a time, but for | 
a time, take heedethar it riſe not againe laden 
with ſinne : Forthe ſame Apoſtle fayes elſe- 
where, that our bodyes alſo are the Temples of 
God; and therefore vide quid ag.cs de Templo| 


| 


| Dei, take heede how thou vſeſt thy body , thy 


| fleſh, for itis Gods Temple. Now then, Caro 


| Dei Templum, that fleſh ſhould be ſo highly 
| aduanced as to becall'd Gods Temple; this is 


| 


pw | 
mars excellency and this is his glory: but Caro! 


fenmm, that fleſh; notwithſtanding all this, 


ſhould be as grafſe, this is mans infirmity and 
this is his frailty. And this infirmity , this 
frailty Chriſt himſelfe could nottake from our 


nature, though he tooke our nature vpon him. 


C 3 Verbum 


| moritur, vide vt non reſurgat cums criminegtake \ ) 
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(18) 
Verbum Caro,the Word was made fleſh; & yet 
Caro fenum, that flcth alſo was as grafle, hee 
dycd too. 

So that the ſumm2,& the reſulrance;and the 
harmony of this text is bricfely this; that as in 
diuers other places of Scripture, ſo-heere alſo, 
graſle is ſet downe as an embleme and an Hi- 
croglyphique of mans morality, which is the 
Center, wherein all thoſe lines that wee drew 
before, haue their concurrence and period. 

Now, though the very Heathen themſclues 
hauc declaim'd fo largely & fo elegantly vpon 
this theame, that we may digge filuer enough 
out of their Mines , learning enough out- of 
their bookes to make vs rich in this knowledge, 
that we muſt die : yet notwithſtanding if wee 
deſire to find out that fine Gold of fauing 
knowledge, to make ſuch vies of our mortality, 
as may conduce to our faluation, wee muſt 
ſeeke Gr that elſewhere , wce muſt digge for 
thatin another Mine, that is, the Scripture. 
Euery Poet & cuery Philoſopher can tel vs that 
our life is a moment, but that it is »-omentam 
tanti moments vt ab eo pendeat eternit.cs, a mo- 
ment of ſo great moznent, as that therevpon 
dcpends happincs or miſery , ioy or ſorrow 
taat ſhalbe as endles as eternity it ſelte , this is 
more then they can tell.vs; and this wee learne 
out of the Scripture. When they had trauelled 
oucr all that Microcoſme, that little world, 


Man, and curiouſly obferued all that was in itz 


when | 
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at deſcription of cucry Country , eucry 
climate, his generation and his natiuity , 
and his infancy, and his child-hood , and | 
his adoleſcency , and his mans eſtate, and his | 
middle age, and his old age; when they had 


— —— —— 
when they had made an exquiſite ſuruay,an cx- 


to thatſame Adare mortuws , that dead Sea, 
the graue,there they fate them downe, and ſer 


paſſed ouer a!l theſe; yet when they came once | 


vpa pillar, as Herewles did, 8 they wrote vpon 
it Nil v{trs: Further they could not goe, for | 
they thought there was no further being, Bur | 
Chriſtianity hath taught vs that there is Plus | 
vira; wee haue diſcoucred another world be. | 
ſides this, and a farre greater then this, whereof 
this carth is but the Center. Wee know that 

the graue is Diuerſorium non domicilium, it is 
but an Inne wherein the fl:ſh muſt ſoiourne | 
for the while, not the houſe wherein it muſt 
dwelfor euer.The Scripture fayes that the dead 
doe ſleepe in the duſt : If fo, then the graue is 
a bed : wee know that we ſhall lie in this bed | 
but one night, but a $6. Zacies night; and when 
that great and glorious day of Iudgement (hall 
once beginne to dawne, we know that then we 
muſt lie there no longer. 

Now, in this abundance and plenty of know- 
ledge, what remaines but that we commit it to 
the good Joſeph of the land, the memory; that 
ifhaply there doe fall out a famine of grace in 


the ſoule, ſhe may find whereby to ſuſtaine her 
ſelfe. 
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|ſelte, Memorare nouiſſims, ( ſayth the Sane 
of Syrach) Remember thy end, and thou ſhalt 
be ſure not to doe amille, 

Hee that will guide a Ship well, muſt put 
himſelte into the Rinmoſt part of it,the Sterne; 
ſo likewiſe he that will ſhape the courſe of his 
life aright according to the carde & compaſſe 
| of Faith and Hope, that finally he may arriuc 
at the land of liuing, muſt conuey himſelfe to. 
the hindmoſt part of his life, by a continuall 
meditation of Death. 

That gceat tempeſt mentioned in the Goſpel, 
wherein the diſciples were like to be caſt away, 
it roſe ( as the text ſayes there) while Chriſt 
was aflcepe in Puppt, in the hinmoſt part of 
the Sip : ſo likewiſe the tempeſts of Gods iudg- 
ments and the ſtormes of the Deuils temptati- 
ons, wherein many a ſoule/ doth ſuffer Ship- 
wracke,they riſe whileſt we fleepe too in Pupp#: 
in the hinmoſt part of the Ship, the latter end | * 
of our life; whilſt we are ſecure and careleſle, & 
thinke not of Death. Tis true, there is no man | 
ſo brutiſh, as to thinke that hce ſhall neuer die; 
bur yet, alas ! how many are there ſo Godleſſe, 
| that they neuer thinke they ſhal die?So ſtrange- 
| Iy doth the Deuill blinde their cyes, that they j 
may.not ſce that ditch, that deepe infect 
| ditch, into the which he leades them. 

But as Chriſt in the Goſpell reſtored that 
blind man tofight by applying to his eyes a 
playſter of ſpittle clay, ſomuſt we doe in this 


caſc 
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(2+) 
caſe too; we muſt rake fpittle, that is, the tcares 
of repentance, and clay, thatis, the conſi4cra. | 
tion of our owne frailty, and temper theſe two | 
well ,and apply them to the ey:s of 
our and then we ſhall cafily diſcoucr any | 
that is before vs, and preuent it too. | 
Pliny writes of Bees, that when they fwarme 
and fly vp into the ayre,if you doc bur cat a lit- 
tle duſt amongſt them, they will quickly come 
_— When vaineglorious, and ambitious 
and aſpiring thoughts doe fwarme in our 
make wn, how ary roo : Thatis, to 
intermingle them with the meditation of that 
duſt into which we muſt one day be difſolued; 
and then they will ſoone fall from that pitch to 
humility and morrtification. I hauc heard, that 
it isa preſent remedy to afſwage a ſwelling in 
the —_—_ rubbe it with a dead mans 
hand : qe pany umor orc 
inthy heart, doe thou ſo too; rubbe and chafe 
it well with this confideration , that Caro fe- 
wum,Fleſh is but as graſſc;that the body which 
thou doſtſo much tender and value at ſo high 
a rate, ſhall az length become a liuelefle, and a 
ſtinking carkas; and ſurely thy proud heart 
will quickly downe : So vicfull and fo operatiue 
and fo ſoucraigne is the meditation of our 


—_— , that as Dauid of Goliabs 
ſword, ſo may we of it, Now eff et alters fimily, 
There isno like vnto it. ' 


Yet Rs." little doe 


world 
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world makes of it in theſe dayes, I ſhall ſhew | 
you by a homely compariſon , I confeſſe, and! 
yct ſurable enough to the diſpoſition of moſt 
men, Whena Hogge is kill 'd; it is an vſuall; 
thing for the reſtof the Hogges to rnnne toge-. 
ther, and to make a great noiſe a grunting tor! 
the time; but anon they goe all away, and. re- 
turne euery one to his mireand to his wallow 
againe. So likewiſe when a neighbour dyes, it 
isa common cuſtome for people to flocke a- 
bout his Corſe, & to follow it to the Church, 
and perchance ſome lamentation.is made,ſome | 
ood thoughts are entertain'd for the time; | 
but when the ſolemnity is once ouer, they all 
part, and returne euery one to his owne home, 
to his old fine againe, as if there had bin no 
ſuch matter. Burt I hope better things of you, 
who haue at this time, not only a text and a 
recept to put you in minde of your mortality, | 
75% 94 alſo and an example, the ex- | 
ample of a worthy Gentleman; vnto whoſe | 
memory we doc now offer 'Pp this laſt at and 
ſacrifice of our louc: In which loue I hold | 
my ſclfeto be fo farre intereſſed, that I cannot | 
bur aſcribe vnto him thoſe termes and titles | 
'of worth , which all you doe know better | 
then my ſelte,to be but his due. As he was de- | 
ſcended of an ancient and worthy family, ſo | 
did he entertaine thoſe diſpoſitions and thoſe | 
affetions,whereunto men of ſuch a race doe 
commonly encline : {o humble hee was and ſo 
| RG affable | 


KI 


" | quite out of that common faſhion which too 
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affable, and fo inoffenſiue in his behauiourz ſo 
Vprightand fo conſcientious in his dealings; 
{o liberall and fo bountifull in his hoſpitality; 
ſo cuen and fo equall in his temper : but aboue 
all, fo well deuoted ro religion (as will ap- 
peare by ſome ſpeciall cuidences) that now 
women elus quaſi vnguemum efſuſum, his name 
Is like a fweete oyntment powred out, the box 
is broken, and the fragrancy of it is diſperſed | 
ouer the whole houſe. And thoſe tokens,thoſe ; 
euidences of his piety were theſe. 1. He was | 


too many of his quality are in, that is, hee was 
no {wearer he hated it in himſelfe, and he ha- 
ted it in others too. 2. Hee was ſo tender | 
and fo chary ouer thetruth, that he could not | 
abide to heare it toſs'd and tumbled vp and | 
downe in a controucrſic , leaſt peraduenture 
heate and impatience might doc it wrong, 
3. Hee was much and often gricued atthe 
ircegularitics and exorbitancies ofthoſe pre- 
ſent times; which I taketo be, not a probabili- 
ty, buta demonſtration of an honeſt and a| 
Chriſtian hearr. | 
Touching his ſickenes, which is viſually the | 
abſtca&t and Epitome of the whole volume of 
a mans life, whatI ſaw, I will relate. | 
As God hath giuen to all things in the 
world their ſeueral! inſtruments to laud and to 
magnific his name; the heauens haue their mo-| , 
tion,thcir lighr,their influencezthe ſeaſons their 
| D a ſucceſſion, 
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| ſucceſſion, their vicifſicudey the elements their 
; conducibility to the vic and ſeruice of man,and 
; all creatures their ſuſtenance and being; fo man 
hath his mſtrument for this purpoſe too , that 
is, his tongue: and this uiſtrument did hee dil- 
ſc and rune to the ſweeteſt harmony that can | 
Lovatis heauen, thatis, hee prayed. Some-. 
times he made his chamber a Church, Ego & | 
domus ( as he ſpake ) he and his family ioyned 
rogether in prayers & ſupplications vnto God, 
+ apes made hunfelte aChurch: for 
| whereſocuer a man gathers togerhcr the pow- | 
; ers and faculties of his foule to pray, there is a 
; Church and there is a congregation, 1b# dwo 
| vel tres, there are two or three, Et ibi Dems, 
| and there is God in the midſt ofthem. Some- 
times he prayed in a continued forme, and 
ſometimes * praycd by Eiaculatious, as the 
esand intermiſfions of hisagony gaue him 
| . When his tongue fa FJ hin then his 
hands tooke their turne, and by a frequent” cle- 
uation teſtified his zeale, and did\( as it were ) 
ſay Amen to the prayers of thoſe: that were a- 
| bout him. _ when his hands loſt their 
ſtrength, then his cyes were lifted vp; & fure 
| vbi amor it a his cyes were fixed wr 
| his loue was fixed, that is, vpon the Kingdome 
| of heauen, And when alltheſe failed him, I 
| doubtnor, but rhe hearr, as it is v/tinmrne more- 
| ens, the laſt thing that dyed in nature, ſo wasit 
in religion likewiſc;irliued longeſt, & it —y 
onge 
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longſt too, Yertfor all this, he was but a man; 
his breath was im his noſtrells,& his foundation | 
in the duſt. Et quid de mortali wiſt mortale Ex- 
petlandum,VVhat canbe lookttorar the hands 
ofa mortall man, but that hzmuſt dye? | 
Now, though Daz/d prayed earneſtly vnto 
God, that he would nor take hun away in the! 
midſt of hisage 5 yet letno- man thinke this' 
good Gentleman —_—_— becauſe hee 
was taken away muchabour rhat time, for he 
| was but two yeeres ouer, 37. old when 
he died : doe not thinke him the lefſe happy in 
| this eſpe 3for Chriſd himlelle dicd before he 
came to the middle of mans agewhen he wan- 
ted twoyeeres of it,when he was bur z 4.yceres 
| old: Er quis Chrifto beatior > Who can be more | 
happy, who can be ſo happy as Chriſtis>Nei-|? 
theryet let any ſay thar they haue loſt him, 
h he be : as, I have loſta louing huſ- 
, or I have loſta louing brother, or I hauc 
loft alouing friend,or I haue loſt agood Land- 
lord, or I haue loſta good Maſter : for though 
acc coldengh this be the viuall 
phraſe of the world, yerir is a plaine folecilme 
inthe knguage of Chriſtianitie. For why 
ſhouldwerthinke that loſt, which God hath? 
Non eftamiſſune ſed premiſſus, He is not loſt, 
but only oe mie heauen. And mm 
| tharwhich lies vpont'vs todoe, is, that wee en-! 
| devourand ſtrive to follow hm thither, 
| Which that wemay the berter doe, firlt ir 
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will cafily be granted that we muſt follow, Quiz 
ommis caro vt fanum, For all fleſh is as graſke, 
Secondly, two places of Scripture there are, 
wherewith I ſhall cloſe vp this exettiſe, and 
which will be, perchance, not vAworthy your 
remembrance. The firſt is that of our Sauiour 
in the Goſpell, Facite vobis amicos, Make you 

friends - vnrighteous Mammon, that w 
e die, they may receiue you into cuerlaſting 
Lablanmions: and vpon this text I ſhall deſcant 
by way of hiſtoric. I remember I haue heard of 
a certaine man, that had three friends ; it for- 
tuncd, that ſuite being commenc'd againſt this 
man, he was ſummoned to appeare the 
Iudge. In which extremity, he didasalt:men 
vie to doe in the like caſe ; thatis, hee went to 
hfs friends, for aduice and affiſtance. When 
hee came tothe firſt, his anſwer was, that hee 
would lend hima good cloake to goe before 
the Indge ina decent and a handſome faſhion, 
and that's all he would doe for him. VVhen he 
came to the ſecond, his anſiver was, that hee 
would goe along with him to the Court gate, 
and there he would leaue him. But when hee 
came tothe third,his anſwer was,that he would 
accompany him into the Court, and ſtand be- 
fore the Iudge, and ſpeake for him too. This 
| man that we ſpeake of is a Chriſtian, and hee 
hath three friends too, his wealth, his kindred, 
and his good workes, When death arreſts 
him by ſome morrall diſeaſe to appeare before 
the 


pr EC 


— 


the Tribunall ſeatz of Almightie God, if hee 
| come co his riches, they will lend him a win- 
ding-ſhcet, and that's all they can doc for him. | 
If he confe-to his kindred, his acquaintance, | 
they will atterthim to the doore, the grauc; | 
tharsall they can doe for him. But when hee | 


comes to his good workes, they aalwer, Thar 
willncucrleaue him, they will goe vp 
with him into the Court of heauen, and 
plead his caule before almightic God. Happy 
is the man thathath ſtore of ſuch tricnds, tor 
they will receive him into eucrlaſting habita- 
Lons., 

The ſecond place of Scripture that I would 
commend to your memory,isthat of the Prea- 
cher, Ybicungue ceciderit arboy, ibi exit 5 and 
vpon this text I ſhal deſcant by way of Allego- | 
rie. VVhereſocuer the tree falles, there it lies ; if 
it falles cowards the North,then it lies toward | 
the North ; andif it fall rowards the South, | 
then it lies towards the South : but which way | 
ſocuer it falles, there it lies. Now,looke which | 
way we would hauca tree to fall, it isan vſuall 


| thing to loppe off the boughes on the contrary 
ſide, that their waight may not carry it that 
way z and then when it doth fall, it will fall ac- 
cording to our deſire. BzJoued, cuery man 1s a | 
tree, his inclinations and affefions the bran- 
chesz though hee ſpread neuer fo farre, and| 
growe vp neuer ſo high, yet the hand of Dearth} 
muſt one day cur him downe : and he hath bur] 
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two waies to fall; cither toward the cold and 
pinching Northof damnation , ortoward the! 
warme and comfortable South of fakuacipn :' 
but whereſocucr he falles there he lies, If thou 
then wouldſt faine haue thy tree fall the right} _ 
way, be ſure that thou begin-betimes to cut off 

all the luxuriant boughes on the concrary fide, 
\ thoſe carnall and rebellious deſires, that | 
branch of coucteuſneſſe, thatdoth ſo houer o- * 
ver carth ; and cut off thoſe middle branches; 
of luſtfull and licentious affetions; andeur off: 
that to A C— 
Ah acher fide, ood afich wrote 

ons, 
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